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some thirty or forty miles, turned up one of its
tributaries to its source, then crossed the watershed
to the head of a stream flowing into the Susque-
hanna, thence to the Juniata, at the head of which
the trail led over a short divide to the head of the
Conemaugh, which flowed into the Allegheny, and
the Allegheny into the Ohio. Some of the Swedes
and Dutch appear to have followed this route with
the Indians as early as 1646.

The Ohio and Allegheny region was inhabited
by the Black Minquas, so called from their custom
of wearing a black badge on their breast. The
Ohio, indeed, was first called the Black Minquas
River. As the country nearer the Delaware was
gradually denuded of beaver, these Black Minquas
became the great source of supply and carried the
furs, over the route described, to the Schuyl-
kill. The White Minquas lived further east, round
Chesapeake and Delaware bays, and, though spo-
ken of as belonging by language to the great
Iroquois or Six Nation stock, were themselves con-
quered and pretty much exterminated by the
Six Nations. The Black Minquas, believed to be
the same as the Eries of the Jesuit Relations, were
also practically exterminated by the Six Nations.1

1 Myers, Narratives of Early Pennsylvania, pp. 103-104.